
Inspection of Perfect Start Montessori 
School
St Michaels Church, The Riding, London NW11 8HL

Inspection date: 12 November 2019

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy their time at this friendly and warm nursery. They form positive 
bonds with the caring staff and overall engage busily in a wide range of stimulating 
and enjoyable experiences. For example, younger children enjoy playing in the 
role-play kitchen with real fruit and vegetables, and older children enjoy forming 
letters in oats. Staff use good strategies to support good behaviour and work with 
parents to support children's behaviour at home. For example, staff use stories to 
support children's understanding of emotions and feelings. However, at times, 
some strategies are not as successful as they could be in helping children to 
manage their feelings. 

All children, including those who speak English as an additional language and those 
with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), are supported well, 
overall. Staff know the children well and plan meaningful experiences for them 
across all seven areas of learning.

The manager evaluates the quality of her setting well. She uses the views of staff, 
children and parents to build on the quality of practice and make improvements. 
For example, the nursery has recently introduced more physical activities, such as 
yoga, following feedback from parents. The manager is keen to build on the 
outside space and offer further opportunities for children who prefer to learn 
outdoors. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and her team work well together to ensure the smooth running of 
the nursery. They have a clear vision for the future of the nursery and are 
ambitious for all children. 

n All children make good progress, including those with SEND. Effective 
partnerships with other professionals are improving staff's knowledge of how to 
support this group of children.

n Staff complete regular observations and assessments of children's development. 
They have a clear picture of individual children's progress and work closely with 
parents to support children's learning at home.

n Children are becoming independent learners. For instance, they are encouraged 
to make choices about their play, carry out small tasks, such as cutting their 
own fruit for snack, and offer a helping hand to younger children. 

n Overall, children behave well at the nursery. Staff use good behaviour strategies 
to teach children about expected boundaries and share the importance of good 
behaviour with parents. However, some children have difficulty managing their 
feelings and behaviour independently. 

n Parents provide positive feedback on how well their children enjoy attending the 

Inspection report: Perfect Start Montessori School
12 November 2019 2



nursery. They comment that children often talk about the nursery and staff 
when they are at home. Parents state they are happy with the service they 
receive and value the secure relationships which children have built with staff. 
Staff communicate regularly with parents about their children's care and 
learning. They share information about children's progress and interests. This 
ensures that parents are well informed about their children's learning and 
development.

n Staff plan different activities for children to meet their needs and interests. They 
offer group times for children to listen to stories or take part in craft activities, as 
well as providing accessible resources that children can choose for themselves. 
However, group times are sometimes disorganised and children quickly lose 
concentration and focus. 

n Staff are particularly effective at supporting children's communication and social 
skills. For example, they model language well as they join in children's play in 
the role-play kitchen. Staff ask questions, talk about what children are doing and 
build on their vocabulary. They use books to encourage the children to use their 
thinking skills. This fires children's imaginations as they act out the story, repeat 
lines and talk about the emotions of the characters.  For example, they ask 
children how they know characters are 'cross'. Children are fully engaged as they 
extend their learning and make their own books. 

n Children have opportunities to be physically active during the day. They develop 
their coordination and build on their large-muscle skills as they run and climb. 
Despite this, there are missed opportunities for children who prefer to learn 
outside to further extend their skills and learning. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of what constitutes a safeguarding concern. They 
understand the procedures to follow to protect children from harm. The manager 
ensures staff keep their knowledge up to date. They attend training courses, 
access online training and have termly staff meetings. Good recruitment 
procedures ensure that children are always cared for by suitable adults who have 
the necessary skills to fulfil their roles in the nursery. Risk assessments are 
completed to minimise any risks to children. Children are supervised well in all 
areas of the nursery. Consequently, they are protected.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen strategies for supporting children to manage their feelings and 
promote good behaviour

n ensure the planning, set up and organisation of group activities support all 
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children's engagement so they learn well from the outset
n build on opportunities for children who prefer to learn outside, to further their 

skills and learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY550271

Local authority Barnet

Inspection number 10126902

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children 1 to 4

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Perfect Start Montessori

Registered person unique 
reference number RP550270

Telephone number 07956408118

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Perfect Start Montessori School registered in 2017 and is located in Golders Green, 
in the London Borough of Barnet. It follows the Montessori educational philosophy. 
The nursery opens Monday to Friday, during term time only. Sessions are from 
9am until 3.30pm. The nursery employs five members of staff, all of whom hold 
appropriate early years qualifications. It offers funding for children aged two, three 
and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Hindhaugh-Feldman

Inspection activities

n The inspector observed staff interactions with children, both indoors and 
outside. She evaluated the impact of these interactions on children's learning. 

n Parents shared their views with the inspector through discussions. 
n The manager observed staff practice with the inspector. She talked to her about 

the good practice seen and identified ways forward. 
n The inspector spoke to staff about children's progress and about their roles in 

the setting.  
n The inspector looked at staff suitability checks and qualifications.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2019
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